EURODOC is an observatory providing a panorama
of contemporary creative documentary production, and
constant updates on creative documentary film and production system.
In parallel of the 56th edition of Solothurner Filmtage – Journées de Soleure,
EURODOC offers to 10 Swiss-based documentary film professionals
to follow a dedicated 3-days training program.

EURODOC SUISSE
FROM JANUARY 22nd to 24th, 2021
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WELCOME LETTER
Dear Participants,
We are glad to welcome you for this first edition of EURODOC SWITZERLAND – Intensive Workshop for International Co-production
of Creative Documentary. This workshop inaugurates a new partnership with the Solothurner Filmtage, that we look forward to
continuing and further enriching in the future.
Even if unfortunately due to the pandemic crisis a physical edition of the workshop is not possible, we are confident that these
three days together shall still offer a precious moment of sharing and learning, with the maintain of the intimate and friendly
atmosphere characterizing EURODOC workshops since the very beginning, 20 years ago already.
You will have the unique opportunity to work with two internationally renowned and highly experienced Producers, with a great
and long carrier, the two Tutors of the EURODOC yearly program, Jacques Bidou and Heino Deckert, with whom I have the pleasure
to share the pedagogical committee.
The work sessions will be integrated by a case study (open to the audience) on international co-production based on one of the
most successful film of the last years developed in EURODOC, “Scheme Birds” by Ellen Fiske and Ellinor Hallin, and by a panel on
international co-production (open to industry professionals registered) with the special participation of MEDIA Desk Switzerland
moderated by EURODOC group leader and alumni, the also highly skilled and internationally renowned producer Arne Birkenstock.
In wishing you a very good work, on behalf of all the EURODOC Team I take the occasion to express our warmest thank you to
Anita Hugi and her team for making this joint activity possible, and to you all for your trust and commitment.
With all our best wishes,
Maria Bonsanti
Director of EURODOC
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SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, JANUARY 22nd

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23rd

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24th

14.30 – 15.30: WELCOME &
INTRODUCTION
By Maria Bonsanti (EURODOC), Heino
Deckert (Ma.ja.de), Jacques Bidou (JBA
Production) and Anita Hugi (Solothurner
Filmtage).

11.00 – 13.00: WORKING GROUPS
French-speaking group:

11.00 – 13.00: WORKING GROUPS
French-speaking group:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9016396023

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9016396023

German-speaking group:

German-speaking group:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7838734965

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7838734965

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85117442831

13.00 – 15.00: BREAK

13.00 – 17.00: BREAK

15.30 – 17.30: WORKING GROUPS
French-speaking group:

15.00 – 17.00: WORKING GROUPS
French-speaking group:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9016396023

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9016396023

German-speaking group:

German-speaking group:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7838734965

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7838734965

17.00 – 20.00: CASE STUDY
Scheme Birds
(Screening + Q&A)
Moderator: Heino Deckert (Ma.ja.de).
Guests: Ruth Reid (Gid Films) and
Mario Adamson (Sisyfos Film
Productions).

18.30 – 20.00: PANEL
Documentary Production After Covid
Moderator: Arne Birkenstock
(Fruitmarket Art & Media GmbH).
Guests: Sereina Gabathuler (Dschoint
Ventschr Filmproduktion), Corinna
Marschall (MEDIA Desk Suisse and
Franziska Sonder (Ensemble Film).
LINK

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS

SCREENING
Q&A
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PARTICIPANTS & WORKING GROUPS

FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP led by Jacques Bidou

GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP led by Heino Deckert

Nicola Bernasconi (Amka Films Productions SA)
Project: THE SONG OF BREATHING by Canonica Simona

Gregor Frei (Hiddenframe GmbH)
Project: MY SPANISH FRIENDS by Adrien Bordone

Agnès Boutruche (Framevox)
Project: THE CHILD AND THE NIGHT by Orane Burri

Judith Lichtneckert (Emilia Productions GmbH)
Project: NAIMA by Anna Thommen

Katia Monla (Intermezzo Films)
Project: THE COLLECTION by Karolina Sinéad Johansson

Nadine Luechinger (Filmgerberei GmbH)
Project: 8 TO 18 by Cosima Frei

Irene Munoz Martin (Ecran Mobile)
Project: VENAS Y CONVERSACIONES by Laura Gabay

Lilith Verny (Langfilm / Bernard Lang AG)
Project: THE REVOLUTIONARY POWER OF LUST ITSELF
by Kerstin Polte & Donat Blum

Mark Olexa (Dok Mobile)
Project: LES YEUX D’ANDRES by Baptiste Janon & Rémi Pons
Florian Pfingsttag, (Funding Consultant, Media Desk Suisse)

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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PEDAGOGICAL COMMITTEE
Maria Bonsati l Program Director (EURODOC, France)
Maria Bonsanti (Italy) has long collaborated with film festivals. Among them, the Locarno Film Festival and since
2000, she collaborated with the Festival dei Popoli in Florence, of which she was appointed as co-director in
2011. In 2012, she was nominated Artistic Director of Cinéma du Réel in Paris, of which she has been in charge
for 5 years. She has acted as a member of the jury in several festivals: Busan International Film Festival, Karlovy
Vary, CPH:DOX, Locarno Festival, IndieLisboa, RIDM, Dokufest and most recenlty in Berlinale 2019. She has
participated as a teacher and expert to several workshops and programs as FilmUp in Naples, Laboratorio
Filmmaker in Milan and Eurodoc.

Jacques Bidou l Producer (JBA Production, France) – Tutor of the French-Speaking Group
Jacques has produced more than 120 films, both documentaries and fiction, presented and awarded in the most
important film festivals worldwide such as Chroniques Sud-Africaines, Diario en Medellin or Carnets d’un
Combattant Kurde. As a producer of fiction, he has contributed to reveal talents such as Rithy Panh, Merzak
Allouache or Pablo Agüero. As a graduate from INSAS in Brussels, he has been the administrator of the FEMIS
school as well as a founding member of EURODOC, of which he has been the Head of Studies for 15 years. He has
been the Director of Studies for Docmed and a Group Leader for EAVE Greece and President of the Ateliers
Varan for 8 years.

Heino Deckert l Producer & Distributor (Ma.ja.de, Germany) – Tutor of the German-Speaking Group
Heino is a producer and the managing director of Ma.ja.de. Filmproduktion and Ma.ja.de. Fiction and is a
shareholder of Blinker Filmproduktion, he also manages Deckert Distribution. He has produced more than 100
award-winning documentaries with directors like Victor Kossakovsky, Sergei Loznitsa and Thomas Heise. Being in
the business for years, he has gained an excellent inside knowledge of the documentary market. He regularly
lectures on production and distribution. He was the chairman of the European Documentary Network (EDN)
from 2006-2008.

LINK TO THE BIOS
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PANEL
DOCUMENTARY PRODUCTION AFTER COVID19
SWISS AND INT’L COPRODUCTION OPPORTUNITIES IN A CHANGING WORLD FOR DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKERS
Covid-19 and Lockdown have been a disaster for documentary filmmakers around the world. At the same time, the pandemic was
not only a state of emergency, but also a burning glass on pre-existing challenges and opportunities for the production of artistic
cinema documentaries. Decreasing financial contributions of the broadcasters and often frustrating results in theatrical releases
are being offset by new opportunities in the production and release for platforms and others. Our panel explores coproduction
opportunities in Switzerland and beyond for the post-pandemic times.

MODERATOR

Arne Birkenstock
Producer
(Fruitmarket Arts &
Media GmbH, Germany)

GUESTS

Franziska Sonder
Producer
(Ensemble Film,
Switzerland)

Sereina Gabathuler
Producer
(Dschoint Ventschr
Filmproduktion,
Switzerland)

Corinna Marschall
Managing Director
(MEDIA Desk Suisse,
Switzerland)

FRIDAY, JAN. 22nd l 18:30-20:00 l LINK TO THE PANEL
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PANEL
DOCUMENTARY PRODUCTION AFTER COVID19
SWISS AND INT’L COPRODUCTION OPPORTUNITIES IN A CHANGING WORLD FOR DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKERS

MODERATOR
Arne Birkenstock l Producer (Fruitmarket Arts & Media GmbH, Germany) – EURODOC Expert
Arne Birkenstock directed and produced theatrical documentaries like 12 TANGOS – ADIOS BUENOS AIRES,
CHANDANI – THE DAUGHTER OF THE ELEPHANT WHISPERER (German Film Award LOLA for best Childrens
feature 2011), SOUND OF HEIMAT – GERMANY SINGS and BELTRACCHI – THE ART OF FORGERY (German Film
Academy Award LOLA for best documentary 2014). As a producer he works with directors like Milo Rau,
Michael Madsen, Tonje Schei, Marcus Vetter, Florian Opitz, Yasemin Samdereli and others. Birkenstock serves
as an instructor in film schools and is a member of several award- and film funding juries.

GUEST
Franziska Sonder l Producer (Ensemble Film, Switzerland) – EURODOC18 Graduate
Franziska Sonder is a participant of the German-French Masterclass Ludwigsburg-Paris at the Ludwigsburg
Film Academy and la Fémis in Paris in 2016, ExOriente 2015, EURODOC 2018 and the Rotterdam Lab in
2019. She funded the production company Ensemble Film, the first released short THE GAME by Roman
Hodel premiered in 2020 at the 77th Venice International Film Festival. LOVING HIGHSMITH by Eva Vitija
will be released in 2021.

FRIDAY, JAN. 22nd l 18:30-20:00 l LINK TO THE PANEL
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PANEL
DOCUMENTARY PRODUCTION AFTER COVID19
SWISS AND INT’L COPRODUCTION OPPORTUNITIES IN A CHANGING WORLD FOR DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKERS

GUEST
Sereina Gabathuler l Producer (Dschoint Ventschr Filmproduktion, Switzerland)
Sereina Gabathuler graduated from commercial middle school and started working for an insurance company
before she joined Dschoint Ventschr in January 2008 as an intern. By 2015 she became a producer and as such
has produced films like the anima-doc CHRIS THE SWISS, which premiered at the Film Festival in Cannes in 2018.
In 2019 she was selected for the EFP programme „Producers on the Move“.

GUEST
Corinna Marschall l Managing Director (MEDIA Desk Suisse, Switzerland)
Managing Director of the Swiss film funding institution MEDIA Desk Suisse since 2011, her experiences
encompass the film development and financing phase as well as the creation and management of international
training workshops and congresses on innovation and change in the film industry. She has worked for Studio
Babelsberg, Film University Babelsberg, KPMG Consulting (D) and FOCAL (CH), among others.

FRIDAY, JAN. 22nd l 18:30-20:00 l LINK TO THE PANEL
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CASE STUDY
SCHEME BIRDS BY ELLEN FISKE & ELLINOR HALLIN

The screening of SCHEME BIRDS, developed within the framework of EURODOC17, will be followed by a Q&A with the producers
Ruth Reid and Mario Adamson. The film premiered at the 2019 Tribeca Film Festival, where it won the Best Feature Documentary
award and the Best New Documentary Director award.

MODERATOR

Heino Deckert
Producer & Distributor
(Maja.de,
Germany)

GUESTS

Ruth Reid
Producer
(Gid Films,
UK/Sweden)

Mario Adamson
Producer
(Sisyfos Film
Productions, Sweden)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24th
17:00-18:30: SCREENING l 18:45-20:00: Q&A
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CASE STUDY
SCHEME BIRDS BY ELLEN FISKE & ELLINOR HALLIN

GUEST
Ruth Reid l Producer (Gid Films, UK/Sweden) – EURODOC17 Graduate
Ruth Reid is a producer based between the UK and Sweden. Reid has been selected for EURODOC, Jihlava’s
Emerging Producers, the Rotterdam Lab and is an alumnus of the Sundance Institute. With a background in Law
and Documentary, she regularly guests lecture at film schools; university courses in divertising/communications
and at film festivals. Select filmography: SCHEME BIRDS (2019), AN ARMY OF LOVERS (2018) and MERRY
CHRISTMAS, YIWU (2019). Reid is currently producing a 6-part documentary series for HBO Nordic.

GUEST
Mario Adamson l Producer (Sisyfos Film Productions, Sweden) – EURODOC19 Graduate
Mario Adamson, is a producer based in Stockholm and has produced a number of internationally acclaimed
shorts and documentaries such as STILL BORN(2014), SCHEME BIRDS (2019), MERRY CHRISTMAS,YIWU (2020)
and THE ASSEMBLY (2020). Mario is originally a sound-designer/composer with a career spanning over four
decades in the film industry . He is one of the Emerging Producers of Jihlava 2021 and an alumnus of Eurodoc
and Sundance Institute. Mario is currently in post-production with two new documentaries that will premiere in
2021 THE SCARS OF ALI BOULALA and HOW TO SAVE A DEAD FRIEND.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24th
17:00-18:30: LINK TO THE SCREENING l 18:45-20:00: LINK TO THE Q&A
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CASE STUDY
SCHEME BIRDS BY ELLEN FISKE & ELLINOR HALLIN

EURODOC Project in 2017
Scotland, Sweden l 2019 l 90 min

Produced by Ruth Reid (GID Films, United-Kingdom) – EURODOC17 and Mario
Adamson (Sisyfos Film Production, Sweden) – EURODOC19.
SCHEME BIRDS centers on Scottish teenager Gemma and the people in her life: her
grandfather, who raised her after her mother abandoned her; her boyfriend Pat; her
unlucky best friend Amy; and her neighbor JP. Their scheme is Jerviston, a place
where you “either get knocked up or locked up”, where there’s been nothing to do
since Margaret Thatcher closed the local steelworks in the 1980’s. Everyone finds a
distraction to stay out of trouble: Papa keeps pigeons and teaches boxing, the kids
drink and commit petty crime, and Gemma finds motherhood.
2019 Hot Docs, Canadian International Documentary Festival (Canada) – Selection
2019 Tribeca Film Festival (USA) – Best Doc & Albert Maysles New Doc Director Award Winner
2019 Edinburgh International Film Festival (UK) – Best Documentary Award
2019 DokuFest Int’l Documentary & Short Film Festival (Kosovo) – Int’l Docs Competition
2019 UnderHill Fest (Montenegro) – International Selection
2019 Sydney Film Festival (Australia) – Europe! Voices of Woman in Film Program
2019 Biografilm Festival (Italy) – International Competition

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24th
17:00-18:30: LINK TO THE SCREENING l 18:45-20:00: LINK TO THE Q&A
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PARTICIPANTS
& PROJECTS

Nicola Bernasconi (Amka Films Productions SA)
Project: THE SONG OF BREATHING by Canonica Simona

13

Agnès Boutruche (Framevox)
Project: THE CHILD AND THE NIGHT by Orane Burri

15

Gregor Frei (Hiddenframe GmbH)
Project: MY SPANISH FRIENDS by Adrien Bordone

17

Judith Lichtneckert (Emilia Productions GmbH)
Project: NAIMA by Anna Thommen

19

Nadine Luechinger (Filmgerberei GmbH)
Project: 8 TO 18 by Cosima Frei

21

Katia Monla (Intermezzo Films)
Project: THE COLLECTION by Karolina Sinéad Johansson

23

Irene Munoz Martin (Ecran Mobile)
Project: VENAS Y CONVERSACIONES by Laura Gabay

25

Mark Olexa (Dok Mobile)
Project: LES YEUX D’ANDRES by Baptiste Janon & Rémi Pons

27

Lilith Verny (Langfilm / Bernard Lang AG)
Project: THE REVOLUTIONARY POWER OF LUST ITSELF by K. Polte & D. Blum

29

PARTICIPANT “OBSERVER”:
Florian Pfingsttag, (Funding Consultant, Media Desk Suisse)

31
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THE SONG OF BREATHING
FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

BY CANONICA SIMONA

DIRECTOR
CANONICA SIMONA

SYNOPSIS
From the depths of the oceans to the frozen surface of the North Pole, the first breath is taken. A genesis picked
up by the myths of Australian Aborigines in Arnhem Land where, on a beach, a grandmother hands down the
songs of her ancestors to her granddaughter. Just the first step in a story of cultural reclamation based on the
secret of circular breathing of the didgeridoo. With its original essence now all but forgotten, the overtone
singing of Mongolia has become a university subject. Master Odsüren teaches his young disciples how to find
again the primeval voice of humankind. In the city of Ottawa, young Inuit singer Cynthia draws on both
electronic beats and traditional katajjaq for her music. In Tokyo, Mayumi prepares herself for archery practice:
breathing out extends her strength to the utmost, while her spirit is turned within herself. In Trentino, Italy, in
the heart of the forest of Alpine spruce, an ancient tree is felled. Its timber is tonewood, harbouring a secret –
the very material of music. Researching some of the world’s most ancient cultures, this journey follows the cycle
of life: from listening to imitation, from reconnection to awareness and ultimately to a new creation, breathing
that becomes art.

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS

Born in Sorengo, Switzerland,
in 1981, Simona grew up in
Bidogno, a village in Ticino's
countryside. After attending
the CSIA art school in Lugano,
she
began
photography
studies (SPAI) and continued
his studies at the SUPSI in
Lugano, in the video section.
At the ECAL in Lausanne she
specialized in film directing
and in 2010 she received her
Master of arts HES-SO in
cinema. His graduation essay,
the documentary short film
Con la licencia de Dios, has
participated
in
several
international festivals winning
important
awards
at
Doclisboa and Visions du
Réel. Her first feature film,
the documentary Jugando
con los pajaros, set in rural
Mexico, has participated in
numerous international film
festivals, including IDFA.
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THE SONG OF BREATHING
BY CANONICA SIMONA

FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER NICOLA BERNASCONI
Born in 1973. Grew up in Lugano. Swiss nationality. Humanistic &
Cinema studies at the University of Lausanne; Bachelor degree in
Communication Sciences at the USI (Università della Svizzera
italiana), Lugano; studies in Film Production in Milan. He started
working in the cinema and television industry in 1996 as a
production assistant, then as a unit and production manager. From
2006 to 2012 he served as a jr. producer at Ventura Film. Since
2013 he teaches at the CISA film school in Locarno and
collaborates as an executive producer with several film production
companies as Amka Films and Cinedokke. In 2014 he establishes
his own company, ROUGH CAT, aiming at developing and
producing both documentaries and fiction films by young and
mainly local authors, keeping an eye on international coproductions. His latest film as a producer, the documentary “Cows
on the Roof” by Aldo Gugolz, won the National competition's Jury
Prize at the 51st edition of the international festival Visions du
Réel. It will be distributed in Switzerland by First Hand Films and
internationally by Antidote Sales.

Amka Films Productions SA
Amka Films Productions is active in the film and television production of
feature films and documentaries. Founded in 1987 by Tiziana Soudani
(1955-2020) and Mohammed Soudani (director of Waalo Fendo, Swiss
Film Award 1998, Best Fiction Film), it became a public limited company
in 1988. Among many others, Amka Films produced the box-office hit
Bread and Tulips by Swiss/Italian director Silvio Soldini, the Cannes
award-winning Le Meraviglie and Happy as Lazzaro, both directed by
Alice Rohrwacher, and the recent Favolacce (Bad Tales) by the brothers
D'Innocenzo (Silver Bear for best screenplay at the Berlinale 2020).
Currently, Amka Films is managed by Amel Soudani and Michela Pini.

Amka Films Productions l Via Sole 2 – 6942 Savosa l www.amka.ch l P. (+33) 9 19 67 40 76
Nicola Bernasconi (producer) l Mob. (+41) 76 349 98 71 l info@roughcat.ch
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THE CHILD AND THE NIGHT
FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

BY ORANE BURRI

DIRECTOR
ORIANE BURRI

SYNOPSIS
A child talks about his fear of the future during a climate strike. The moon, moved to its core,
comes out of its silence to reveal him a secret: the stars can help him! But the stars are
invisible in the over-lit sky. The child goes on quest for the stars leading him to discover the
wonders and also the challenges of the nights without artificial light. Through his search, he
encounters those who are fighting all over the world to find power and beauty of the night,
just like him...

Orane Burri is a swiss film scriptwriter and
director, who directs engaged films for
more than 17 years. She signed
documentaries like TABOU about suicide
(worldwidly screened and 4 times prize
winner), DEADLY WEAPON about war
weapons in Switzerland, WAR CLEANERS
about the demining business (2015, UBS
prize winner), THE PRICE OF GAS – A
CITIZEN RESISTANCE (supposed to go out in
theaters in November 2020) that tells how
swiss citizen fought a shale gaz company to
save their water. She also direct engaged
shorts fiction, AMOR (2004) about death
penalty, NON (2013) about women, DUBLIN
(2017) about migration Dublin’s agreement.
Concerned about engaging the public in her
films she created her own production
company Les Regardiens in 216 and Works
since also on transmedia, installations and
teaches ethic in documentaries and
writing..

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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THE CHILD AND THE NIGHT
BY ORANE BURRI

FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER AGNES BOUTRUCHE
Born in Geneva, Agnes is graduated from the University of Lyon in
France, where she obtains a Master's degree in Communication &
Journalism, and goes onto earning another Master's Degree in
Social Sciences.While working as a communication manager and
event coordinator for large distribution groups in Switzerland, she
starts developing her artistic side, within various theater
companies, in France & Switzerland. Her curiosity lands her a
coordinator role behind the scenes of international events such as
Montreux Jazz Festival. She also manages young artists for 9 years.
Agnès begins her apprenticeship in the production industry with
Roméo Dos Santos, at Framevox, in 2011. A very special bond of
friendship unites the two of them. Unfortunately, in 2015,
Romeo's untimely death sends shock waves through the entire
company. Since then, Agnès devotes herself exclusively to her
activity as a producer within Framevox. Agnès is honest,
passionate, and knows how to surround herself with the best coworkers. This is how it brings her to hire Véronique Vergari in
2018, producer as well, and the duo starts developing the activity
at an international level. Her involvement, her ambition, her desire
to support the film industry in Switzerland, as well as transmitting
universal messages, always push her towards new challenges, such
as producing feature films and documentaries in Switzerland and
internationally, for the small and the big screen.

Framevox Production
Framevox is an audiovisual production company created in 2002 by
Roméo Dos Santos and Sergio Villarmarzo. Initially Framevox was a
service provider for Télévision Suisse Romande, but the company
quickly moved towards the production of documentary and fiction films.
Many directors trust the company to carry out their projects. Framevox
produces established directors and also gives the chance to lesser
known directors to produce their first works. In each project that
Framevox chooses to support, there are human values linked to those
defended by the company and the whole team.

Framevox Production l Route des Jeunes 5 – 1227 Les Acacias, Geneva l www.framevox.com l P. (+41) 22 300 38 49
Agnès Boutruche (producer) l Mob. (+41) 77 463 93 58 l agnes.boutruche@framevox.com
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MY SPANISH FRIENDS
GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

BY ADRIEN BORDONE

DIRECTOR
ADRIEN BORDONE

SYNOPSIS
I grew up in Biel, surrounded by Spaniards. At 16, they returned to Galicia with their parents
and made a new life there. 16 years later, I find them again, rediscover them and try with them
to understand this round trip, this provisional migration. They don't feel really Spanish, Swiss,
or European. They are in transit and, like me, are looking for a place to feel at home.

Adrien Bordone was born in 1987 in Biel.
In 2010 he obtained a Bachelor in Cinema
at ECAL, where he directed several short
films selected for festivals in Switzerland
and abroad. He is the founder in 2015 of
the film production company À Travers
Champs with which in 2015 he co-directed
and co-produced with Bastien Bösiger his
first television documentary APRES
L’HIVER (52'), selected at the Zurich Film
Festival, winner of the Prize Bernese
cinema and broadcast on RTS. In 2019, he
directed his first feature documentary film
ALEXIA, KEVIN & ROMAIN, theatrically
released by Outside The Box, selected for
the Prix de Solothurn and winner of the
Bernese Cinema Prize. His latest PLUS
CHAUD QUE LE CLIMAT (52’), co-produced
by RTS and SRF, has been released last
year 2020.

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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MY SPANISH FRIENDS
BY ADRIEN BORDONE

GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER GREGOR FREI
Gregor Frei was born in 1984 and has worked in film and video for
20 years. He took his first steps as a cameraman and editor for TV
formats. In 2005 he founded the production company
Hiddenframe GmbH, with which he has directed many films until
today and has accumulated experience mainly in the areas of
image and production. After producing the short film DOPPELPASS
(Solothurner Filmtage, SRF), Gregor Frei trained at ECAL between
2008 and 2011. His diploma film HANDSCHLAG was screened in
international festivals and won awards at the foreign. He then
contributed to the production of HEIMATLAND, a collective feature
film shot by ten young directors which celebrated its premiere in
2016 in International Competition at the Locarno Film Festival. He
then produced and directed his first feature film, entitled DAS
LEBEN VOR DEM TOD (2018), nominated for Prix de Soleure and
winner of the Bernese Cinema Awards and the Innerschweizer
Filmpreis. MY SPANISH FRIENDS is the second film feature film he
produces.

Hiddenframe GmbH
We produce movies for cinema and television. Having started as 16years old with TV shows and commercial movies, over the years, we put
our focus on cinema documentaries and features. Today, we are a
platform for developing artistic audiovisual productions, mainly for
cinema and television.

Hiddenframe GmbH l Sandrainstrasse 3 – 3007 Bern l www.hiddenframe.ch
Gregor Frei (producer) l Mob. (+41) 79 510 32 88 l gregor.frei@hiddenframe.ch
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NAIMA
GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

BY ANNA THOMMEN

DIRECTOR
ANNA THOMMEN

SYNOPSIS
17 years ago, Naima, a marketing specialist from Venezuela, came to Switzerland for love. But
soon she found herself alone as a single mother of two daughters in a country that was foreign
to her and without a recognized education. In order not to be dependent on social welfare, she
handed the children over to her ex-husband, and thus began the struggle that she still faces
today. Naima desperately wants to achieve an education and a diploma in order to be
financially independent and to achieve her most important goal: To bring her daughters back
to her. But the hurdles seem insurmountable and the missed time with her daughters
irrevocably gone. Will Naima manage to build a self-determined and meaningful life in
Switzerland and reunite with her daughters?

Anna Thommen was born in Basel in 1980
and grew up in Maisprach, Baselland.
After her initial training as a primary
school teacher, Anna Thommen studies
film in Lucerne Bachelor and then
switched to the Zurich University of the
Arts where she joined the award-winning
feature film NEULAND and completed her
master's degree in film directing. Since
then, she has been working as a freelance
director, author and editor on her own
and other projects. She also teaches at
numerous institutions in the Film
education, including as a lecturer at the
Zurich University of the Arts im Film
course. Anna Thommen is a member of
the Swiss Film Academy, the German Film
Academy and the European Film
Academy.

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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NAIMA
BY ANNA THOMMEN

GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER JUDITH LICHTNECKERT
Judith Lichtneckert - (Swiss & Hungarian citizen). Studies of Media
Science, Sociology and English Literature & Linguistics in Basel.
Multi Media Master degree in 2000. From 2001 - 2012 she joined
“point de vue” audiovisual productions Basel focusing on
documentaries. Adding the world of fiction in 2005 she has since
also been working freelance on many fiction features, tv movies,
serials and commercials as an AD, production manager and
producer. In 2013 she founded Emilia Productions GmbH. In 2016
she released her first feature documentary as a director. After
being in charge as PM of six seasons of the very popular Swiss TV
Serial “The Undertaker” she joined the Zurich based Snakefilm
GmbH as a producer and co-owner. During the summer of 2020
she went into production with Snakefilm’s medieval mysterydrama THE BLACK SPIDER, a Swiss/Hungarian Coproduction shot in
Hungary. At the same time Emilia Productions resumed the
shooting of their winner of the Swiss documentary competition LES
NOUVELLES EVES, directed by a collective of 6 female directors.
Both shootings could be completed despite Covid19 and are in
postproduction now. The releases are planned for spring/summer
2021.

Emilia Productions
Emilia Productions is based in Zurich and was established in 2013 by
Judith Lichtneckert. Having shared a number of adventurous projects,
Liliane Ott joins Emilia Productions in 2018. Our passion for film making
comprises of creative documentaries, serials and fiction films for an
international market. Being fascinated by non-linear storytelling as well,
we are currently exploring the field of transmedia with a project in
development. Regardless the field, we focus especially on projects
committed to cultural and social issues - a criticle eye that doesn't deny
the odd twinkle... Currently in postproduction: LES NOUVELLES ÈVES,
Winner of the Migros Kulturprozent documentary competition 2020,
directed by a female director’s collective. We have projects in
development in all our fields of interest, amongst others a drama set up
as a Swiss-Canadian coproduction.

Emilia Productions GmbH l Anwandstrasse 7 - 8004 Zürich l www.emiliaproductions.com
Judith Lichtneckert (producer) l Mob. (+41) 76 584 12 70 l jl@emiliaproductions.com
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8 TO 18
GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

BY COSIMA FREI

DIRECTOR

COSIMA FREI

SYNOPSIS
Sarah and Hannes have two sons. One was born as a boy, the other in a girl‘s body. That
Philipp is transident became clear to his parents when he was 4 years old. What effects does
this transidentity have on the family and how will Philipp grow up, as opposed to his brother
Caspar? In the long-term study 8 TO 18 we gain an intimate insight into the microcosm of a
family and observe how central it is, as a nourishing ground for future life. We see how the
brothers grow up, how they play, learn and live. As puberty sets in, Philipp and his parents
have to make far-reaching decisions about an hormone therapy that will change not only his
appearance. The film ends when he comes of age and can legally take responsibility for his
body. 8 TO 18 is a portrait of the self and us in the family and a coming of age story. The film
documents the effects that „falling out of the norm“ has on an entire family. Central themes
are love, acceptance and self-responsibility in the family and society.

Cosima is born in Zürich in 1987. In 2012
her ZHdK bachelor film WO GÖMMER
travels the festival circuit successfully and
got a nomination for the Studio Hamburg
Nachwuchspreis. During two years she
works as an assistant director on various
feature film sets in Germany and
Switzerland. 2017 Cosima leaves the ZHdK
with a master degree in fiction directing
with her shortfilm ZWISCHENSTOPP. It
premiered at the Max Ophüls Preis and at
the Shortfest in Palm Springs. Cosima
worked for the second season of the
Swiss TV-Show SEITENTRIEBE by Güzin Kar
as a Co-Director. Cosima lives and works
in Berlin and Zurich.

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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8 TO 18
BY COSIMA FREI

GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER NADINE LUECHINGER
In 2010, Nadine graduated in Cultural Anthropology, Economics
and Political Sciences at the University of Zurich with focus on
Visual Anthropology. During her field research in Argentina, she
produced, directed and cut the documentary LIFE IN BUBBLES. This
diploma work was a complete autodidactic adventure. It was
shown at international festivals and won two awards. She then
began working at the renowned Swiss production companies
Dschoint Ventschr and maximage. In 2014, she became a producer
at Filmgerberei responsible for establishing the fiction & doc
department. Since then, Nadine has produced a web series,
several short and medium length films that are internationally
shown and award-winning. Currently, she is producing a satirical
TV show as well as a feature documentary film (coproduction).
Further, she has two feature fiction films and one documentary
film in development. In the last two years, Nadine has participated
at MAIA Emerging Producers workshop and was invited to coproduction meetings at Alpendate Kitzbüehl, Rendez-vous de la
Coproduction Rhénane and MOP Meeting at Max Ophüls Preis. She
was selected by Swiss Films to take part at Rotterdam Lab at IFFR.

Filmgerberei GmbH
Filmgerberei GmbH is a film production company in Switzerland,
founded by the brothers Flavio and Silvio Gerber in 2008. We produce
documentaries for cinema and TV, feature films, short films as well as
commercials and corporate films. Nadine Lüchinger joined the team in
2014 as a producer. Since then, we have been continuously expanding
our department for independent film production. We cultivate a culture
of inspiration and shared growth and encourage directors to develop
their own creative style.

Filmgerberei GmbH l Gasometerstrasse 29ab - 8005 Zürich l www.filmgerberei.ch l P. (+41) 44 542 21 00
Nadine Luechinger (producer) l Mob. (+41) 76 379 70 74 l nl@filmgerberei.ch
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THE COLLECTION
FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

BY KAROLINA SINEAD JOHANSSON

DIRECTOR
KAROLINA SINEAD
JOHANSSON

SYNOPSIS
The incredible story of an international art collection valued at $3 billion has been hiding in the
shadow of a Tehran museum for more than forty years. This wild project, initiated by a visionary
architect, a fervent art empress and a few petrodollars, was built in less than four years on the eve
of the Iranian revolution. Today, it arouses the curiosity of art enthusiasts around the world. "The
Collection" lifts the veil on some of the best-kept secrets and treasures of art history.

Karolina Sinéad Johansson grew up in
the Middle East in countries
neighbouring Iran, Bahrain and
Kuwait. She graduated with a Master's
degree in Geography from the
University of Cambridge and then
specialized in visual communication
(photography) at the Glasgow School
of Art. Her interest in Iran led her to
write her dissertation, "A Review of
Literature on Iranian Cinema". Since
2017, she has been working as an
editor and producer for audiovisual
assignments. In addition to THE
COLLECTION, she is working on a
photography
book
on
the
contemporary art scene in Tehran, as
well as on a short film on the tracking
of Afghan migrants in Geneva.

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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THE COLLECTION
BY KAROLINA SINEAD JOHANSSON

FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER KATIA MONLA
After obtaining a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Ottawa,
Canada, with a double degree in Communication and French
Literature, Katia Monla worked in the international music industry
in Switzerland, for the Montreux Jazz Festival and EMI Records as a
press attaché. She then worked as a freelance journalist for a local
daily newspaper and wrote in various columns. In 2014, she
started working in Swiss independent film production and joined
Intermezzo Films in 2017.

Intermezzo Films
Intermezzo Films was founded in 1993 to produce feature and
documentary films in a spirit of freedom and artistic standards, to foster
innovative and creative movies. The company is committed to be an
independent entity, close to the films it produces. With over 50 films,
Intermezzo Films is today one of the leading Swiss French part
production company. Designed with international co-productions
alongside France or Germany, as well as an established European
television network, the films are represented in the finest festivals and
have received several awards (Sundance, IDFA, IFFR, ACID Cannes,
Visions du Réel, Venice Film Festival). Today, the company is run by
producers Luc Peter and Katia Monla.

Intermezzo Films l Rue de Bâle 28 - 1201 Geneva l www.intermezzofilms.ch l P. (+41) 22 741 47 47
Katia Monla (producer) l katia@intermezzofilms.ch
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VENAS Y CONVERSACIONES
FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

BY LAURA GABAY

DIRECTOR
LAURA GABAY

SYNOPSIS
After her parent’s death, director Laura Gabay travels to the city of Montevideo to meet her
father’s family. Upon arrival, she finds Beky, her father’s sister, who guides her through the
streets of the capital with an Uber Car. Through intimate conversations, the memories of the
different exiles traveled by the different generations emerge and dialogue allows to externalize
what is buried in us. This meeting allows the director to understand who his father was and why
he left his native country during the Uruguayan dictatorship that began with the coup in 1973.
Silences are revealed little by little thanks to the audiovisual archives found and a last letter in
an old correspondence drawer.

Born in Switzerland in 1987, Uruguayan and
Spanish origin. After graduating in
sociology, she studied film directing at
HEAD-Geneva (School of Art and Design of
Geneva) and at EICTV (International School
of Film and Television of San Antonio de los
Baños, Cuba). Since 2017 she is a director
and producer at the Ecran-Mobile
Association. Her diploma film, ENQUÊTE 62
(2016) was selected at various festivals and
won the Audience Award at the
International Film Festival (Badalona). Her
short film SWEET SALTY WIND (2019) was
selected invarious festivals including Visions
du Réel and IDFA. Since 2018 she produces
and teaches Super 8 workshops in Cuba,
Brazil and Switzerland. Laura is also the
producer of the short film CARBON that
won the award for the best Swiss film at
the Winterthur Film Festival (2020).

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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VENAS Y CONVERSACIONES
BY LAURA GABAY

FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER IRENE MUNOZ MARTIN
From early on, Irene Muñoz (1991, Madrid) showed great interest
and aptitude in drawing and painting, which led her to take, in
2009, a specialization in Fine Arts. In September 2013, she
obtained a scholarship to join the University of Art and Design in
Geneva (HEAD) in order to study photography and video and
where she obtained her Bachelor degree in Visual Arts in 2014.
Since her arrival, she has quickly integrated into this world of art,
working in two contemporary art galleries in Geneva and choosing
to use video, photography and documentary film as creative
instruments. In 2016, she completed a master's degree in
Contemporary Arts Practice, the "Work-Master", within HEAD and
took an important look at her future work between contemporary
art and cinema, a goal she finally managed to achieve when she
obtained a Bachelor's degree in Cinéma du reel at the HEAD in
2018. In this period of study in cinema, she produced short films
and presented for her diploma a documentary essay called NO
REPRESENTAN (World Premiere at Visions du reel 2019). During
the two last years, Irene has worked as a production, casting and
assistant director for shorts and feature films. She is also teaching
assistant for the Cinema Master Department at ECAL/HEAD. In
2020, Irene has jointed as a producer the Geneva production
association Écran Mobile where she is the producing a
documentary film called VENAS Y CONVERSACIONES by the Swiss
director Laura Gabay. Currently, she is writing a new short film
FIGURANTES (2021) and her first feature film MANOLI (2023).

Ecran Mobile
Ecran Mobile association has been producing films independently since
2018. It also offers training sessions given by its members. It is also a
platform for sharing and discussing film practices. We have a great
interest in hybrid forms. Collective Super 8 workshops are organized in
collaboration with various organizations such as the Super off collective
(Brazil), the CDD cinema (Geneva) and the cultural activities of the
University of Geneva. Our team is made up of film professionals from
around the world. The association was founded in February 2004 under
the leadership of three colleagues, directors of short films. The Ecran
Mobile festival, renamed Courtoujours, took place for 11 years in
Geneva and benefited from public and private funds as well as several
partnerships with various French-speaking media. In 2015, following the
11th festival, the members of the association decided to end the festival
in order to dedicate themselves to the direction and production of
independent cinematographic works.

Ecran Mobile l Avenue Léon-Gaud,14 - 1206 Geneva l https://ecran-mobile.ch l P. (+41) 78 940 9419
Irene Muñoz Martín (producer) l Mob. (+41) 78 940 9419 l irene.munoz@ecran-mobile.ch
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LES YEUX D’ANDRES
FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

BY BAPTISTE JANON & REMI PONS

DIRECTORS
BAPTISTE JANON
He studies filmmaking at the IAD (Belgium) from which he
graduated in 2008 with two short fiction films that traveled
to about 30 festivals around the world and received a dozen
awards. In 2012, he directed his first documentary QUAND
EST-CE QUE JE LES AI VU S’EMBRASSER. In 2013, he moved
to Fribourg where he developed film workshops for young
people. Since then, he has created 3 web-series
documentaries (MIAM, CAMERA NATURE and PARLEZ-MOI
D’AMOUR) and a feature-length documentary DERNIERE
PÊCHE (broadcasted in 2018 on France TV and RTBF).

REMI PONS
SYNOPSIS
From warehouse to warehouse, truck drivers are the links in a chain
where merchandise reign in a tyrannical way. Through their look at their
daily lives, the veil is lifted on a part of the capitalist nightmare. But as the
kilometers accumulate, we see with them that it is also possible to see
beyond this horizon.

Rémi has been graduated in 2007 at INSAS (scenic writing).
Since then, he has been writing for the theater, directing and
recording for radio, writing and directing for cinema.
Whatever the medium, he explores documentary research,
trying to answer this question: how to account for reality
without suffering its tyranny? One of the paths he is
currently pursuing is to write a chronicle of our relationship
to social assistance. At the same time, he is devoting another
part of his work to a narration of landscapes and human lives
marked by the capitalist use of the world.

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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LES YEUX D’ANDRES
FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

BY BAPTISTE JANON & REMI PONS

PRODUCER MARK OLEXA
Mark Olexa (1984) is a Swiss director and producer. He is one of
the two founders of DOK MOBILE, a film production company
based in Fribourg/Switzerland. Together with Francesca Scalsi, he
directed several short films (MORIOM, LIGNE NOIRE) and feature
length documentaries (DEMI-VIE A FUKUSHIMA, DIGITALKARMA).
The films were shown in many festivals around the world as
Rotterdam, Hot Docs, IDFA, Visions du Réel, Clermont-Ferrand,
Winterthur, among others, and were distributed in Swiss Cinemas.
In the last years, he produced some documentaries as LA PETITE
MORT, WONDERFUL LOSERS, IL PROTAGONISTA, I‘LL STAND BY
YOU and LELO, LIBERTE ET PEINTURE (presented at Soleure this
year) made by Swiss and foreign authors. He also initiated to
produce fiction and animation film like LE DILEMNE DU PORC-EPIC
and ECORCE, and even a web serie SECTION, MARCHE!.

Dok Mobile
DOK MOBILE is a production company founded by Francesca Scalisi and
Mark Olexa in Fribourg (Switzerland) and active from 2014. The
company produces documentaries, fiction and animation film no matter
the duration. We like to collaborate with international production and
authors as well as young, talented or more experienced Swiss director.
DOK MOBILE loves to develop new projects with authors and directors
and gives a big attention to these collaborations.

Dok Mobile l Rue Jean-Prouvé 4 – 1762 Givisiez l www.dokmobile.ch
Mark Olexa (producer) l Mob. (+41) 79 718 48 91 l mrkolexa@gmail.com
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THE REVOLUTIONARY POWER OF LUST ITSELF
GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

BY KERSTIN POLTE & DONAT BLUM

DIRECTORS
KERSTIN POLTE
Kerstin Polte is director and screenwriter,
founder and creative head of “Serienwerk”.
She was a scholarship holder at the
Drehbuchwerkstatt München and the
European film funding programme EKRAN.
Her graduation film 50 METER ÜBER DEM
MEER was screened at over 150
international film festivals. Her multiaward-winning queer documentary KEIN
ZICKENFOX was released in 2017.

SYNOPSIS
From the outside, Switzerland seems pretty unqueer. But here, too, at least ten per cent of
people live and love outside heteronorms. THE REVOLUTIONARY POWER OF LUST ITSELF
traces queer contemporary realities of life and situates their stories of lust, sexuality and selflove in the larger social context. We get to know five protagonists who represent the LGBTQ
acronym in all its diversity and embark with them on a journey of research and heroism in
which they playfully approach their bodies and their desires, untie knots, overcome barriers
and try out how they can celebrate pleasure in themselves individually and collectively. What
does the act of masturbation involve? What role does self-love play for queers? How can we
create new images of sexuality, beyond heteronormative role schemata? A panopticon around
the desire for oneself emerges. Over the course of 90 minutes, our five queer heroes play out
a little more contentment with themselves, happiness and freedom in experiments,
encounters and inner contemplation.

DONAT BLUM
Donat Blum is an author and dramaturg.
His debut novel OPOE was published in
2018. For 6 years he directed the
independent film festival Queersicht. He is
founder and editor of the first and only
queer German literary magazine “GLITTER
– die Gala der Literaturzeitschriften.

LINK TO PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS
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THE REVOLUTIONARY POWER OF LUST ITSELF
BY KERSTIN POLTE & DONAT BLUM

GERMAN-SPEAKING GROUP

PRODUCER LILITH VERNY
Lilith Verny (30), born and grew up in Zurich, has
worked as a production manager and coordinator for
the past 7 years on films and TV Shows. Her work
included productions such as “The divine Order”, “Blue
My Mind” and the mini-series “Frieden”. She started
her career in media first as a youth reporter for the
Tages Anzeiger and later as a radio host for the cultural
radio station Kanal K before she found her passion in
film. After an internship in production design for the
German TV Show “Notruf Hafenkante”, she began her
Bachelor study in media and communications at
Goldsmiths University in London. During her 3 years in
London she regularly came back to Switzerland for her
semester breaks to set foot in the Swiss film industry
first as a runner, location manager and later as assistant
director. In October 2020 she joined the production
company Langfilm as a Junior Producer where she is
now evolving her skills in producing.

Langfilm - Bernard Lang AG
Bernard Lang AG was founded in 1980 by Bernard Lang and has its seat in
Freienstein near Zurich. Anne-Catherine Lang Majer and Olivier Zobrist now lead
the company. In 2020 Lilith Verny joined the team as Junior Producer. Langfilm is
one of the most well-known Swiss film production companies and responsible for
classics like “Alpine Fire” by Fredi M. Murer or “Der Berg” by Markus Imhoof.
Consistently they co-produce with France, Germany and Austria. In the last years
they deliberately fostered young Swiss authors/directors and increasingly produced
documentaries such as “Electroboy” by Marcel Gisler or “The Congo Tribunal” and
“The New Gospel” by Milo Rau. Their work goes beyond film production and covers
the broad spectrum of the film medium – the company also includes Langfilm
Distribution and the cinema “neues KINO” in Freienstein. Since 2014 Langfilm is
also partner of Vinca Film Distribution.

Langfilm – Bernard Lang AG l Dorfstrasse 14c - 8427 Freienstein l www.langfilm.ch l P. (+41) 44 865 66 27
Lilith Verny (producer) l Mob. (+41) 79 577 14 79 l lv@langfilm.ch
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PARTICIPANT « OBERSERVER »

FRENCH-SPEAKING GROUP

FLORIAN PFINGSTTAG
FUNDING CONSULTANT
After obtaining an MA in Arts Policy and Management in London,
Florian Pfingsttag was appointed Programmes Coordinator at the
Geneva International Film Festival, where he worked at
programming features, shorts, TV series and transmedia works.
From 2012 to 2017 he was Market Coordinator at Visions du Réel
Intl Film Festival in Nyon. Together with Gudula Meinzolt, he
organised the coproduction forum, project development activities,
as well as conferences and industry events for film professionals in
the field of creative documentary. In parallel he acted as Industry
Matchmaker at IDFA Forum and Jihlava Intl Documentary Film
Festival. Since 2017 he is Funding Consultant at MEDIA Desk
Suisse, where he is in charge of the support for project
development, festivals and markets.

MEDIA Desk Suisse was created to carry out the promotion of the
European MEDIA Programme in Switzerland and to advise film
professionals from all sectors on the funding opportunities within the
programme. Since the implementation of the MEDIA Compensating
Measures by the Swiss Federal Office of Culture in 2014, the desk runs
several national funding schemes intended for Swiss producers,
distributors, festival & market organisations and training programmes.

MEDIA Desk Suisse l Neugasse 10 - 8005 Zürich l www.mediadesk.ch l P. (+41) 43 960 39 29
Florian Pfingsttag (Funding Consultant) l florian.Pfingsttag@mediadesk.ch
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CONTACTS

ANNE BARJOT
GENERAL SECRETARY
abarjot@eurodoc-net.com

MARIA BONSANTI
DIRECTOR

MARIE POURCELOT
COORDINATOR

mbonsanti@eurodoc-net.com

mpourcelot@eurodoc-net.com

EURODOC l 26, rue du Chalet – 75010 Paris (France) l www.eurodoc-net.com
P. (+33) 1 48 74 70 12 l contact@eurodoc-net.com

